
Only four states impose an 
alcohol limit on beer.

South Carolina is one of them. 
A cap of 5% alcohol by weight (6.2% 
abv) is imposed, making it illegal to sell 
over one-third of the world’s beer styles.

www.popthecapsc.org
Follow the link to our blog for 

the most up to date information.

SUPPORTED BY:

Pop the Cap SC is 
a grass-roots e� ort started 

by a group of 
beer-enthused citizens.

Thanks to an archaic law from 
Prohibition times, South Carolina limits 
the alcohol by weight (abw) in beer. 

Throughout the world, these beers are 
revered for their style and complexities 
much like � ne wine. Some examples of 
these styles are:

     • Barleywine
     • German Bock
     • Imperial Stout
     • Imperial IPA
     • Belgian Ale
     • Scottish Ale
     • English Strong Ale

Forty-six other states allow beer 
enthusiasts the ability to enjoy a full 
range of these world class brews. South 
Carolina needs to join these other 
states, including North Carolina and 
Georgia, who recently changed their 
beer alcohol laws.

South Carolinians 
for

World-Class Beer

Pop the Cap North Carolina

Only four states impose an 
alcohol limit on beer.

World-Class Beer
One-third of the world’s beer styles 
cannot be sold in South Carolina’s 
breweries, restaurants or stores. 



Beverage   Alcohol Content  Price & Volume  $ / 2.4 ounce alcohol
 Wild Irish Rose   18%   $9.99 / 3L  $1.32
 Everclear   95%   $15.49 / 750mL  $1.54
 Budweiser   5%   $8.00 / 12pk  $2.64
 Boone’s Farm   7.5%   $2.50 / 750mL  $3.14
 North Coast Old Rasputin 9%   $9.95 / 4pk  $5.53
 Dog� sh Head 90 Min. IPA 9%   $10.95 / 4pk  $6.08
 Samichlaus Bier   14%   $18.95 / 4pk  $7.25  
 Rochefort 10   11.3%   $6.95 / single  $13.18
 J.W. Lees Harvest Ale  11.5%   $6.95 / single  $15.60

South Carolina code 61-4-10 states:
“All beers, ales, porter, 

and other similar malt or 
fermented beverages 

containing not in excess 
of � ve percent of alcohol 

by weight…”

We simply want the 
� ve percent clause changed.

 

The alcohol cap has a negative e� ect on 
South Carolina:

• Limits state revenue as 
thousands of South Carolinians go to 
neighboring states to legally 
purchase the beers of their choice.

• Limits consumer choice.

• Sti� es the creativity of our 
local breweries.

• South Carolina is a world-class 
travel destination, deserving of a 
world-class beer selection.

Visit www.popthecapsc.org for more information.

South Carolina is among only 4 states in the     
          country with a limit on alcohol in beer.

    How can you help?
• Visit www.popthecapsc.org to learn 
more about the e� orts being made.

• Talk to your friends about the 5% 
restriction and Pop The Cap.

• Share this brochure with the 
manager of your favorite 
restaurant, store or bar serving 
specialty beers. Ask for their 
support of Pop The Cap, and let us 
know who’s on board!

Legal in South Carolina

Not Legal in South Carolina

•  Only 4 of the top 100 rated beers in the world listed on beeradvocate.com are available in S.C.
•  According to MADD’s own data, states without an alcohol cap do not have a higher alcohol 
 accident rate than states with a restriction.
•  Raising the alcohol cap will not change the potency of beers currently available. 
•  Many of the styles made unavailable by this law are more expensive per ounce of alcohol than 

other beverages, making them undesirable to underage drinkers looking to get a cheap buzz.


